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trey_reffett@reid.senate.govtrey_reffett@reid.senate.gov}; yolanda_garcia-
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(jacob.fullmer@mail.house.gov)fjacob.fullmer@mail.nouse.govl; Kyle Lykins
(kyle.lykins@mail.house.gov)lkyle.lykins@mail.nouse.govl; Robert Yavor
(robert.yavor@mail.house.gov)[robert.yavor@mail.house.gov}; Sara Waggoner
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Cc: Calvino, Maria Soledad[Calvino.Maria@epa.govl]; Keener, BilllKeener.Bili@epa.govl; Rao,
Kate[Rao.kate@epa.govl]; Stoliman, Scott[Stollman.Scott@epa.gov]; Ebbert,
Laura[Ebbert.Laura@epa.gov}; Nazmi, Niloufar[Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov}; Harris-Bishop, Rusty[Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov}

From: Maier, Brent

Sent: Tue 10/27/2015 5:01:31 PM

Subject: U.S. EPA Press Release: EPA Announces more than $4 Million for Environmental
Improvements on Tribal Lands in Nevada

Dear Colleagues:

The following press release is being issued today by the EPA Region IX press office. If
you have questions or need any additional information, please give me a call.

Regards,
Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison
Telephone: 415.947.4256
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For Immediate Release: October 27, 2015

Media Contact: Soledad Calvino, 415-972-3512, calvino.maria@epa.gov

EPA Announces more than $4 Million for Environmental
Improvements on Tribal Lands in Nevada

SAN FRANCISCO - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced over $4
million in funding to invest in Nevada tribes for environmental programs, community
education and capacity building. The announcement was made at the 23rd Annual
Regional Tribal Conference in Reno, Nev.

“Tribes have made great progress in protecting the environment and improving public
health in Indian Country,” said Jared Blumenfeld, regional administrator for EPA’s
Pacific Southwest office. “These grants will help support the significant
accomplishments that have been achieved through the collaborative efforts of the
Nevada tribes and the federal government.”

This year, Nevada tribes will use about $1.7 million to continue tribal environmental
programs, cleanup open dumps, targeted community outreach, and community
education—the cornerstone of tribal environmental programs. For example, EPA
funding will help the Elko Band Tribe implement its Integrated Solid Waste Management
Plan by supporting a community outreach project that will engage summer youth
workers to promote best practices and provide reuse and recycling bins.

In addition, over $1.6 million have been awarded to 16 tribes for a wide variety of water
quality projects including watershed protection and restoration, and water and energy
efficiency. For example, the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe was awarded $35,000 to reduce
nitrogen loading on the Truckee River through a constructed wetlands project.
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EPA also provided approximately $700,000 to support other environmental efforts at
tribes in the state, including development of programs to monitor, protect, and improve
air quality, clean up contaminated lands, and share and analyze environmental data to
support decision-making.

These funds are critical in building the capacity of tribes to carry out environmental
work. Because most tribes in the Pacific Southwest have small governments, one goal
of the funding is to assist tribes in developing their ability to establish environmental
protection programs and make informed decisions about issues that impact the health of
their people and the quality of their environment. The funds are used to develop
environmental and public health ordinances, and coordinate with adjacent jurisdictions.

The EPA’s Pacific Southwest Region is home to 148 tribal nations with half of Indian
Country nationwide concentrated in three states; Indian Country in California, Arizona
and Nevada is about equal to area of the six New England states combined.

For more information please visit: hitp://www.epa.gov/region9/iribal

Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ph: 415.947.4256
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